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CAMBRIDGE, MA MAYOR RECOGNIZES ETHIOPIAN NEW YEAR

Cambridge, MA, United States — During a colorful Ethiopian New Year event on Saturday, September 13,
Cambridge Mayor E. Denise Simmons presented Ethiopian American Youth Initiative founder Samuel Gebru
with a resolution formally recognizing the Ethiopian New Year of 2001. The event was held at Saint Paul’s
A.M.E. Church on Bishop Allen Drive, and was hosted by the Ethiopian Community Mutual Assistance
Association. The resolution was passed unanimously during the Cambridge City Council meeting on Monday,
September 8, 2008

The City Council resolution recognizes the Ethiopian New Year, and acknowledges the numerous political,
social and economic contributions of Ethiopians to the city. The Ethiopian New Year falls on September 11 of
the Gregorian (“Western”) Calendar. As Cambridge is home to the largest concentration of Ethiopians in
Massachusetts, the passing of the resolution was a natural show of support for part of the community.

Mayor Simmons expressed her support for the resolution by stating, “Ethiopia is Africa’s oldest, independent
and continuously surviving nation. Cambridge is graced with the presence of a large population of people of
Ethiopian descent. They add to the rich cultural diversity in our City, and they link us to our friends in Africa.
We passed this resolution in a show of support and friendship for our Ethiopian friends in Cambridge, in
Africa, and worldwide.”

Mr. Gebru, who resides in Cambridge, thanked Mayor Simmons for her support of the Ethiopian community in
the city.

“To my knowledge, there has not been a proclamation acknowledging the Ethiopian New Year in the past in
Cambridge, nor has there been one recognizing the Ethiopian community’s contributions to the city’s
multicultural identity,” said Gebru. “I would like to commend Mayor Simmons for her support of the
Ethiopian community in Cambridge. | would also like to commend my organization, the Ethiopian American
Youth Initiative, for initiating this endeavor which resulted in a proclamation for our new year.”

The proclamation, included with this press release, is the result of an ongoing partnership between the

Ethiopian American Youth Initiative, Mayor Simmons, and the City of Cambridge.

For more information on the City of Cambridge, visit www.cambridgema.gov. For more information on the
Ethiopian American Youth Initiative, visit www.ethusa.org.
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