
25th Anniversary of the Founding of OPDO Colorfully Celebrated in 

Washington  D.C.  

The 25th Anniversary of the Founding of the Oromo People’s Democratic 

Organization (OPDO) was superbly and colorfully marked with jubilation with 

hundreds of invited guests and members of the organization present on the occasion.  

OPDO’s Silver Jubilee was celebrated at the auditorium of the Chancery of the 

Ethiopian Embassy in D.C. in the presence of Special Envoy and Ambassador Extra-

Ordinary and Plenipotentiary of Ethiopia to the US Girma Birru, and also Central 

Committee member of the OPDO /EPRDF / who made a keynote speech pertaining to 

the historic event. 

Ambassador Girma  Birr in his speech entitled "The struggle of the Oromo people and 

the role of the OPDO" presented four sub-topics namely, the place of the Oromo 

people in the unified history of Ethiopia,  the past struggle for human and democratic 

rights in Ethiopia, the struggle waged by OPDO/EPRDF/ during the last quarter of the 

century and the upcoming focus of the OPDO/EPRDF/. 

 

Amb. Girma Birru speaking at the cermony 

The Special Envoy categorically dismissed both Narrow nationalists and chauvinists 

who clamor to create their own  farfetched history of the Oromo people and asserted 

that the Oromo people have been part and parcel of Ethiopian history facing the same 



challenges and opportunities. He cited as an example the Oromo people have been 

practicing the "Gedda" system, the rite of passage of leadership from one generation 

to the next for millennia years. 

In relation to the struggle waged by OPDO/EPRDF/, the Ambassador underscored that 

the struggle which commenced a quarter of a century ago has paid off by ensuring 

the democratic and other rights enshrined in the  constitution of the Federal state. 

As to the future focus of the OPDO/EPRDF/, Ambassador Girma made a solemn 

pledge that  the OPDO/EPRDF would register yet shining chapters and redouble its 

effort until the number one enemy of the country , poverty is completely eradicated 

with all its attending evils. After the historical analysis and presentation by the 

Ambassador a lengthy and active participation by the house  ensued  in the form of 

question and answer session where the Ambassador gave pertinent responses.  

Earlier the event was opened by holding a minute of Silence in Memory of martyrs. A 

statement from the Central Committee was read and representatives of sister 

organizations pledge their support for the struggle of the Oromo people. The 

occasion was highlighted by Cake Cutting and Candle Lighting ceremonies.  

In a similar development Hundreds of members and supporters of the OPDO have 

celebrated the event in Denver, Colorado. It is reported that there currently are over 3 

million members  and supporters of the OPDO. 

 

 

Ato Melaku Bedada reading OPDO's Central Committe Statement 

 



 

Representatives of Sister Organizations expressing thier support 

 

 

Discussion with Q&A 



 

Discussion with Q&A 

 

Pictures from the event 


