
Letter of Support to the Norwegian Government and the International 

Energy Agency for Their Initiative to Invite His Excellency Prime Minister 

Meles Zenawi to the Oslo Conference, Energy for all 

 
Our country Ethiopia has achieved immense economic, social and political transformation through 

the wise leadership of Prime Minister Meles Zenawi and the government he represents. As it is 

widely known, our country Ethiopia was on the verge of disintegration prior to the taking over of 

power by the EPRDF forces led by our Prime Minister, during the armed struggle against the 

dictatorial military regime. On the one hand, remnants of the old regime who championed forced 

involuntary assimilation of the diverse Ethiopian nationalities were trying to undermine the 

legitimate democratic decentralization implemented by the EPRDF system led by our PM. On the 

other extreme, separatist armed nationalist groups were waging war of cessation without the 

consent of the people they claim to represent. Had it not been for the wise leadership of our prime 

minister, these two dangerous forces could easily have led to the disintegration of our country. 

Such a farsighted policy ensured not only the continued survival of Ethiopia but also guaranteed 

peace in the region and in the continent of Africa at large.  

The relentless effort Prime Minister Meles Zenawi made in organizing the successful transition in 

1991, by bringing up the then 14 different armed groups and many more un-armed parties from 

the disadvantaged Nationalities, as well as those that advocate unitary rule of the diverse country 

through forced assimilation; led our country for the peaceful settlement of traditional 

contradictions. This was indeed the foundation of the present hopeful start of economic growth 

and prosperity. 

The transitional period gave our people the chance to carefully evaluate the armed political groups 

who struggled in the name of different groups of people. The people also got an opportunity to 

evaluate the EPRDF led by our PM and its emerging affiliates from the different Nationalities in 

the same areas. After the transitional period, the EPRDF and the parties embraced in it from each 

Nation and Nationality became a party of the peoples’ choice as witnessed during the 1995 

national election.  

In addition, several democratic parties rose in the pastoral and semi pastoral communities. These 

parties in principle accepted EPRDF’s democratic political programme and waged peaceful 

struggle in their areas. In the subsequent elections, they won against their mostly separatist 

counterparts. As of now, while assuring the rights of the people they represent, these parties are 

allies to the EPRDF our PM leads. Today remnants of the old regime and their extreme separatist 

counterparts have no popular presence in the country but only limited to foreign based 

unsuccessful terror activities.  

This is precisely why our country has transcended the era of disintegration and our people in the 

whole of our country are united by their own will while all Nations and Nationalities maintain 

their right to self-determination. It is this very democratic right that made our people to stay united 

and mobilize themselves for the anti-poverty struggle which is showing fruition in a short period 

of time. Thus, the present ever strong unity is the collective response of the Ethiopian people to 



the freedom and democratic rights they have started to enjoy under the government our PM Meles 

Zenawi. 

The all inclusive transition, the popular constitution and the 1995 national elections were, thus the 

foundation for the prevailing peace in our country. The subsequent elections and the ever 

determination of the government to development and poverty alleviation strengthened the stability 

and prosperity of our beloved country. 

What did the Ethiopian People, Nations and Nationalities achieve from the self 

determination? 

Nations and Nationalities of Ethiopia had a strong reason to support the present government led by 

our PM. Worth mentioning among others are: 

1. The right of Nations and Nationalities to form their own governing councils and 

executives in their respective territories.  

2. The rights of Nations and Nationalities to speak, write and be administered through their 

own language. 

3. The rights to practice and develop their own true history and culture. 

4. The right of farmers and pastoralists to have unlimited use-right to land and wise use of 

the natural resources.  

 

What did Ethiopia achieve from the leadership of our PM?      

After standing strong on its feet through the aforementioned political solution from the brink of 

collapse, Ethiopia is now the fastest growing non-oil economy in Africa. Today’s Ethiopia is 

registering tremendous progress on poverty alleviation, peace and stability, social development, 

infrastructure development as well as good governance and human rights. This is not to 

underestimate the remaining task ahead but to appreciate the promising results achieved thus far. 

To mention just a few of the achievements: 

1. The present government has raised the education enrolment to more than 90% by 

building more than 20,000 schools, training appropriate teachers and supplying 

educational materials throughout the country. 

2. The government has increased the number of functioning universities from 2 to 21 and 

still 10 more under construction throughout the country. 

3. The clean water coverage of the country has reached 73 % from less than 15% during the 

pre EPRDF era. 

4. The health coverage of the country has reached more than 85% with the building of 

hundreds of hospitals, 3500 health centers and more than 12,000 health posts (clinics) 

throughout the country. 

5. The Power generation of our country has reached 2500 MW from 350 MW and with the 

completion of those under construction; the country’s power generation will reach 10,000 

MW in the next 4 years. So far nearly 50% of Ethiopian people have achieved access to 

electricity. The target in four years is 75%. Ethiopia has a plan to interconnect its electric 

power supply to all IGAD block countries as the power generating capacity increases. 



6. The main road and rural access all weather road has reached to nearly 50,000 Km from 

14,000 Km 20 years ago. 

7. Our country owns more than 20 modern airports with those under construction compared 

to only 3 asphalted and poorly equipped airports before the present government. 

8. With the present project of broadband and wide reach telecom networks due to be 

finished in less than a year time, our country is joining Nigeria and Egypt which are the 

top most in Africa in terms of quality and quantity of service. 

9. An average of 11% economic growth for the past consecutive 7 years was achieved by 

the leadership of our PM. One can witness this from the less than a billion USD national 

budget in the pre-EPRDF era to the present 8 billion USD national budget. 

10.  Tremendous foreign and domestic investments are mushrooming throughout the country. 

These few examples coupled with those victories registered in Agriculture and Natural Resources 

Conservation and Development; our country has achieved high regard and honor in Africa with 

many experiences to share to sisterly countries. With these and many more other development 

scores, our PM has been granted the honor to represent Africa in world forums. While 

representing Africa, he has achieved huge successes in reversing the tarnished image of Ethiopia 

in particular and Africa in general. 

We salute Mr. Prime minister for the courage and determination he took to build the Grand 

Renaissance Dam on the Nile River itself, which no leader in our long history has ever dared to 

do. 

Cognizant of all this, we fellow Ethiopians and Ethiopian Norwegians forward this letter as a 

gesture of our appreciation for the Norwegian Government who took the initiative to invite Prime 

Minister Meles Zenawi to the Oslo Conference Energy for all: Financing access for the poor. 

 

 

Ethiopians and Ethiopian origin Norwegians living in Norway.    


